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> NATION 


Bob Jones University 
rebuts image of bigotry 


By Dennis Cauchon 
USA Today 


GREENVILLE, S.C, - When 
students enroll at Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, they are given two vol- 
umes of rules to follow. 

‘The students are told what time 
bell will ring for them to get up 
(6:55 a.m.) and what time it will 
ting for them to go to bed (11 
pm) 

‘They are told they cannot 
within 6 inches of a person of 
opposite sex. They cannot iad at 
grocery stores that sell alcoho! 
They can't go to movies. They 
can't listen to popular music, even 

to contenape. 
rary Christian 

A USSLGIUME artists such as 

Amy Grant or 

Sandi Patti. 
And until Fri- 

day, at least, 


PERSPECTIVE FARO 


outside the Bob 

Jones community, that said, “In- 
terracial dating is not permitted.” 
On its Web site (www .bju.edu), 
Bob Jones University calls itself 
“the world's most unusual univer- 
sity.” On this, even its detractors 


college has attracted controv 

before for beliefs and practices 
that crities say are racist, anti. 
Catholic, homophobic and sexist 
But Texas Gov. George W. Bush's 
appearance Feb. 2 at the school 


to Cardinal John O'Connor of New 
York, Bush defended his right to 
speak there but said he should 
have disassociated himself from 
the school's “anti-Catholic senti- 
ments and racial prejudice.” 

Though Bob Jones remains a 
symbol of bigotry to some, schol- 
ars and local residents say the 
university is more complex and 
contradictory than outsiders real- 
ize 

“They are not Aryan Nations 
South,” said James Guth, a politi- 
cal scientist at Furman Universi- 
ty, also located in this city of 
60,000. “They've never been con- 
nected to violence, the White Citi- 
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zens Council, the Ku Klux Klan or 
anything like that.” 

‘The faculty and students “are 
caring people, for the most part,” 
he suid. “We view them like a cra- 
zy relative. They're great to be 
‘around ~ just don't get them start- 
ed on religion.” 

Bob Jones University has 5,000 
students from 40 countries, No Af- 
rican Americans are enrolled, al- 
though a few have attended in the 
past. A dozen or so blacks from 
other countries attend now. 

Theologically, Bob Jones Uni- 
versity is n separatist fundame 
talist institution, Like all fundi 
mentalists, its leaders take the Bi- 
ble literally. Its uniqueness comes 
from adhering to a 19th-century 
belief in separatism: The school 
refuses to work with religions that 
aren't Protestant and fundamen- 
talist. It denounces those that do, 

The school regarded evangelist 
Billy Graham warmly until he ap- 
peared on the same stage with 
Catholics. Then, he was de- 
nounced by Bob Jones Jr., the son 
of the founder, as “the most dan- 
gerous man in America.” 

The Rev. Jerry Falwell, whose 
beliefs mirror many of the univer- 
sity’s teachings, also was repudi- 
ated by the school as a dangerous 
man when he formed the Moral 
Majority in 1979, His offense: en- 
listing Catholics in his fight 
against abortion. 

‘The Rev. Pat Robertson, who 
has called Bob Jones University 
“far out,” is an enemy not just be- 
cause he interacts with other 

iso because he is # 
ic” Christian who be- 
lieves in speaking in tongues. 

Bob Jones Universityris a world 
unto itself. It runs an elementary 
school and a high school. It has its 
own grocery, laundry and infirm: 
ry. An iron fence and tall bushes 
and trees surround the 200-acre 
campus, but it is accessible to the 
public from many gates. 

‘The university has been ruled 
since its founding by, successively, 
Bob Jones Sr., Bob Jones Jr, and 
Bob Jones III, the current presi- 
dent. They were all preachers, 
though the latter two are regard- 
ed also as professional educators. 

“It is a family institution. The 
cult of personality is essential to 
understanding the school,” said 


historian Mark Dalhouse, author 
of “An Iron in the Lake of Fire,” a 
1998 book about the university. 

Although campus officials or- 
dered students not to talk to re- 
porters, students talked openly 
about the school and the contro- 
versy. They requested only that 
their names not be used. 

“People who don't know us view 
us as zombies and bigots, but 
nothing could be further from the 
truth,” said a male student from 
Michigan, “We are just trying to 
live a Christian lifestyle, and the 
outside world can't accept that.” 

Until Friday, the schoo! also 

ial dating, but 


CNN's “Larry King Live" Friday 
night. 

Jones has said that the policy 
against interracial dating was 
based on a belief that Noah's 
three sons fathered three races: 
Caucasians, Jews and 
blacks/Asians. God demanded 
they be kept separate so they 
would not unite and rise up 
against him, Jones said. 

Ina full-page ad Fri- 
day in four South Carolina news- 
papers and in USA Today, the 
school said, “Our admissions poli- 
cy is open and students of differ- 
ing races come from 50 states and 
40 foreign countries.” 

Bob Jones III uses slightly tam- 
er language than his father and 
grandfather did. But he doesn't 
back down from stands such as 
that Catholics are going to hell for 
their false beliefs, “If there are 
those who wish to charge us with 

anti-Catholicism, we plead 
guilty. But we are not Catholic- 
haters,” he said in a written re- 
‘sponse to the current con! 

The tough language of Bob 
Jones followers is somewhat offset 
by their gentle character. 

“There's a live-and-let-live atti- 
tude about them that makes them 
Jess frightening than they sound,” 
said Walter Ezell, a gay writer 
and businessman who lives in 
Greenville. 

Students call themselves “Bo- 
Jos" — a sometimes affectionate 
term and sometimes derisive for 
‘those with a holier-than-thou atti- 
tude, as in “He is 80 Bodo,” 
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